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Troop 52 Oakville Welcomes their 
Latest Eagle Scouts 

Troop 52 recently welcomed their most 

recent Eagle Scouts - Michael Cullen and John 

Vito. The Eagle Courts of Honor were held in 

the Union Congregational Church’s Caroline 

Shaw Fellowship Hall on June 15th and 

September 28th, respectively.  

Michael Cullen joined the troop in 

2009 after he crossed-over from Cub Scout 

Pack 55 where he earned the Arrow of Light 

Award. He served the troop as the Patrol 

Leader of the Ninja Patrol and Troop Scribe. 

For his Eagle project, Michael designed and 

built, along with a team of scouts and adults, 

a prayer garden at St. John’s Roman Catholic 

Church. What had once been a weed-infested 

rough patch of ground became a beautiful 

spot for reflection and prayer. Mr. Cullen 

passed his Eagle Board of Review on May 18, 

2016. 

John Vito joined the troop in 2011 after 

he crossed-over from Cub Scout Pack 55 

where he earned the Arrow of Light Award. 

He served as the Patrol Leader of the Savage 

Beast Patrol. While he led them, the patrol 

earned the National Honor Patrol Award. 

John also served as the Troop Librarian. 

For his Eagle project John, along with a 

team of scouts and adult leaders, refurbished 

the Upper Nonnewaug Trail off of Skilton  
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Second Annual Troop 52 Golf 

Classic to Be Held on June 24 

The Troop 52 Golf Subcommittee is 

pleased to announce the date for the Second 

Annual Troop 52 Golf Classic. The scramble 

tournament will take place on Saturday, June 

24, 2017 and be held at Crestbrook Park in 

Watertown. Besides the 18 holes of golf, a 

steak barbeque prepared by Sunset Grille is 

planned for the evening. Beer and other 

refreshments will also be provided. Guests 

can enter to win the 50/50 raffle or many of 

the other raffle prizes.  

In addition to the Closest to the Pin and 

Longest Drive competitions, other special golf-

related events are planned. Details will be 

made available as the date approaches. 

  

 ********** 

The Troop 52 Facebook Page Gets 
a New Name 

With the successful conclusion of 
Troop 52’s 100th Anniversary celebrations, 
the Anniversary Committee agreed to change 
the name of the troop’s Facebook page to 
Friends of Troop 52 Oakville. The social media 
page’s new purpose is to share troop-related 
stories and photos. The new-look page will 
better appeal to a larger audience. The 
Facebook page boasts nearly 200 “likes” and 
is updated weekly. The new name became 
effective on October 1, 2016 

Troop 52 Gazette 
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The Mothers’ Auxiliary Finalize 

the Date for the Ziti Dinner 

The Troop 52 Mothers’ Auxiliary 

recently announced their annual Ziti Dinner 

will be held on April 1, 2017 at the Union 

Congregational Church. The dinner is their 

main fund-raising event and is held each 

spring. The funds raised help to defray the 

costs of Summer Camp, Camporees, the 

Klondike Derby, Order of the Arrow 

Inductions, and Summer Camp photos. In 

addition, the Mothers’ Auxiliary makes 

annual donations to Troop 52’s sponsor, the 

Union Congregational Church, and 

The Joseph and Yvonne LeClair Scholarship 

Fund. 
  

 ********** 

The 2016 Christmas Ornament 

Troop 52 recently unveiled their 2016 

pewter Christmas ornament. It is the third in 

a series of Watertown and Oakville historical 

landmarks and features the Oakville 

Monuments. The ornaments are $10.00 each 

and help to support the troop and help Boy 

Scouts pay for summer camp. The ornaments 

are crafted by Woodbury Pewter. For 

purchase information, please see any Troop 

52 Boy Scout or contact Oz Bartlett at 203-910-

0456, ornaments@tr52.com or olbjr@aol.com. 

Eagle Scouts 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Road in Watertown. In addition to brush 

clearing and tree cutting, John placed trail 

markers, several permanent metal signs, trail 

guide boxes, and two concrete benches for 

the use and enjoyment of local hikers.  

Throughout his time as a Boy Scout, 

John displayed a very strong hard work ethic 

which made him a role model from the 

younger scouts. It is safe to say that no other 

Troop 52 scout earned as many Merit Badges 

as John Vito – 52. Mr. Vito passed his Eagle 

Board of Review on July 18, 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

********** 

Sponsor an Eagle! 

Would you like to help a Boy Scout 

realize his dream of earning his Eagle rank? 

You can sponsor an Eagle Scout and help to 

make it a reality. $100.00 would pay for the 

Eagle badge, pin, patch, neckerchief and 

slide, and program printing. For more 

information, please contact Scoutmaster 

LeClair at jleclair@tr52.com. 

Michael Cullen John Vito 



 

 
Scoutmaster’s Corner 

Joe LeClair, Scoutmaster 
 

Our troop leaders strive to “make it 

real”.  Put a goal in site, plan, prepare, and 

execute to reach the goal.  The troop’s goal 

for September-October was to learn 

pioneering skills and successfully build a 

working catapult at the Mad River District 

Camporee. 

Troop meetings were spent 

practicing ropework, while our senior 

Scouts researched catapult designs.  Brad 

Hanover provided some beautiful cedar 

poles, and Allan Dodge made a special trip 

to pick them up. 

On the day of the competition, the team came together under the direction of “chief engineer” 

Charlie Doback III, Senior Patrol Leader Matt Beres, and Assistant Senior Patrol Leader Finn 

Lindstrom.  The end result was a spectacular, solidly built catapult, completely designed and built by 

the boys.  Did the catapult win the competition?  No, but we are extremely proud of our Scouts! 

We look forward to working toward more goals, including a Wilderness Survival Weekend in 

November, a Council First Aid Meet in December, and the annual Klondike Derby in February.  

Meshed in with these troop and patrol objectives are the individual aspirations of the Scouts.  Our 

troop meetings look like a beehive of activity.  Stop in for a visit any Wednesday night. 
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  Summer Camp 2016 

From July 31 to August 6, 42 Boy 

Scouts and 6 adult leaders enjoyed a week at 

Camp Mattatuck. The troop’s summer camp 

crew worked hard and earned an amazingly 

large number of merit badges, 81 in total. 

Besides Merit Badges, many of the scouts 

worked on rank requirements. If fact, so 

many rank requirements were earned that a 

special Board of Review was conducted at the 

Camp on August 4. Five scouts passed and 

earned higher rank. One scout, Chris 

Sullivan, jumped two ranks and earned 

Second Class and First Class. 

 A successful summer camp would be 

not be possible without the tremendous sup- 

port of the troop’s adult leaders. Scoutmaster 

LeClair, Dave Braun, Brad Hanover, Justin 

Martin, Tim Martin, and Erich Wenis spent a 

week at camp and taught the scouts merit 

badges, rank requirements and provided 

leadership. The troop is grateful for their 

dedication.   

Five scouts worked at the camp for the 

entire summer. Returning staff included 

Andrew Beres (Office Manager), Matthew 

Beres (Nature), and Charlie Doback 

(Scoutcraft). First-year staffers John Vito 

worked in the Dining Hall and Spencer 

Dodge worked with Charlie in Scoutcraft. 

During the final week, Andrew Beres was 

honored with the 2016 Thomas Horan 

Memorial Scholarship.  
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Service Projects 

Tom’s Way – This year the troop refurbished 

Tom’s Way, the trail that leads from the picnic 

grove to the Scout Pavilion at Camp 

Mattatuck. The project, which was headed by 

Paul Hoffman and Jon Andrew, spanned 

several weekends and many evenings. Boy 

Scouts, scout leaders, and volunteers replaced 

beams, installed drainage pipes, and placed 

tons of processed stone. Their hard work 

ensured the trail, which was made for Cub 

Scouts to safely walk from one area of Camp 

Mattatuck to another without having to walk 

on the main road, would continue to be of 

valuable service. In the end, the workers had 

done something they could all be proud of. 

Of special note, Jean Horan wrote a very 

sincere and heartfelt letter of appreciation to 

the troop for their hard work. The trail was 

named in memory for her late husband, Tom 

Horan, who worked at camp for 50 years and 

served as its director for twenty-five. 

 

********** 

Scouting for Food – On November 5th, Troop 

52 will continue their tradition of supporting 

the “Scouting for Food” program. The troop 

will distribute empty shopping bags to every 

home in the area and return a week later to 

pick up the bags filled with food. After 

sorting and boxing, the donated food will be 

dropped off at the Watertown Food Bank to 

be distributed to needy area families. The 

troop has performed this good deed for the 

community every year since 1988.     

Outdoor Program 

The Troop 52 Boy Scouts have had a 

busy fall. In September, the troop stayed at 

the Roger Sherman campsite at Camp 

Sequassen where they enjoyed a beautiful 

weekend in the northwest corner of the state. 

In October, the troop joined a dozen other 

troops at a Camporee held at Camp 

Mattatuck. The pioneering weekend was 

showcased by a catapult competition. In 

November, the troop will camp at Camp 

Barbour for a “Wilderness Survival” 

weekend where scouts will sleep in their self-

made shelters. 

********** 

Cub Scout Pack 52 to Hold 

Pancake Breakfast 

Cub Scout Pack 52 will hold a Pancake 

Breakfast on November 5, 2016 from 8:00 am 

to 11:00 am at the Union Congregational 

Church. The money raised by the breakfast, 

their sixth annual, will help to pay for books 

and equipment. The cost is only $8.00 for 

adults and $5.00 for kids under 12. 

********** 

History of Troop 52 Books 

Still Available 

A Century of Character, Honor and Good 

Deeds, A History of Troop 52 Oakville 1911 – 

2016 is still available for purchase.  Either 

stop by a troop meeting or contact Bob Beres 

at (203) 768-5176 or rberes@tr52.com. The 

price is $15.00 each. To have a copy mailed, 

please add $5.00 for shipping and handling. 

 

History of Troop 52 for sale 


